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and Psichari, whose importance he magnifies to the point of absurdity?
And the latter's final turnabout, he whose figure might well have been
just as outrageously camouflaged as Jacques Riviere's? But (I have al-
ready written this) perhaps, after all, Massis is not even aware of his
own deceits and perhaps they are naturally a part of the apparatus of
his **belief." To what an extent that easy habit of error warns me against
a religion that encourages it! ...

A little sentence in Hamlet, which I do not know to have been much
noticed, seems to me so important that I should almost like to see it
engraved on the pediment of the drama, of which it seems to me, in a
way, the explanation (and what a weapon Barres might have made of
it!). It is spoken by Rosencrantz or Guildenstern (verify this; watch out
for inexact quotations!) to Hamlet:

'What were you going to do at Wittenberg?"48
Has anyone brought out, as an explanation of Hamlet's character,
that he is returning from a German university? He is bringing back to
his native land some germs of a foreign philosophy; he has plunged
into a metaphysics of which the "to be or not to be" seems to me the
indubitable product. I already glimpse all German subjectivism in the
famous soliloquy. What was the philosophy that might then have been
taught to students? Who were their teachers? And probably his own
character predisposed him to it; but it can be admitted that, having
remained at home and without this foreign teaching, he would have
leaned less in that direction. On his return from Germany he is incapa-
ble of action; he ratiocinates. I consider German metaphysics respon-
sible for his irresolution. From his teachers there his mind received
liberty to roam at will in abstract speculation, which so speciously sub-
stitutes itself for action. And that apparently so simple little question
is loaded with meaning and anguish: "Oh, Prince Hamlet, what were
you going to do at Wittenberg?"

In the whole drama of Shakespeare (and I ought to say more abso-
lutely; in all drama) there is not a single character more Germanized
(I do not say more German) than Hamlet

4S If this little sentence that I thought I was quoting has not been no-
ticed, it is because, to tell the truth, it is not in Shakespeare's text, where I
have looked for it in vain. But Hamlet none the less is coming back from
Wittenberg, where he wanted to return.
"For your intent
In going lack to school in Wittenberg . , ."
the King says to him while dissuading him from this plan. And the Queen:
*7 pray thee> stay with us; go not to Wittenberg:'
So that my remark as to the possible German influence on Hamlet's charac-
ter remains no less valuable. [A.]